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CONSIDERATIONS 


ON THE 


Ameri an Tr ade. 


W T having been thought ad- 
( FE viſable, as well for his Ma- 
2 jeſty's more immediate Ser- 
vice, as for the Benefit of 
his Trading Subjects, to en- 
deavour ſome more effectual 
Means of ſecuring and encouraging the Bri- 
tiſh Trade to America; and for the Encou- 
ragement of Seamen to enter into his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, a Bill was brought into the 
Houſe for thoſe Purpoſes; and from the na- 
tural good Tendency of it, I believe there 


Were 


were very few Members of that Honourable 
Houſe, and, I may ſay, not a Man out of 
the Houſe, that is any ways converſant in the 
American Trade, a Well-wiſher to his Country, 
and diveſted of ſelfiſh and ſiniſter Views and 
Principles, but what was deſirous the ſaid Bill 
ſhould paſs into a Law. But after it had been 
read and committed, I own, I was ſurprized 
to hear, the Sourb<Sex" Company intended to 
oppoſe it; and could not imagine what might 
be their Reaſon for ſuch a Conduct, till the 
Purportof their Petition appear'd in the printed 


Votes of the 1oth'of December laſt ; wherein 
They have wiſely ſet forth what 1 believe few 


People before were apprized of; that is to ſay, 


the exorbitant Powers and Privileges granted 
them by that hopeful Legacy of the late E 
of Ox — s, their Charter, and faid to be in 


purſuance of an Act paſſed in the Ninth Vear 


of her late Majeſty Queen Annen. This natu- 
rally led me to conſider what good Uſe had 


been made of thoſe extraordinary Powers; ; 


and 1 muſt declare J have not been able yet 
to find any thing that can give me Satisfaction 


in that Point; but. on the contrary, I think 
I 1 be able to prove, even to Demonſtra- 


, that the Powers granted by the ſaid 


® See the Poſt/cript. 
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I Charter have never yet been ſerviceable to 

the Nation in general, or to the Company i in 
particular; but highly diſadvantageous to both; 

and therefore not reaſonable to be continued; 

at leaſt, not in ſuch a Manner as to deprive 

the reſt, and more uſeful Part of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, of thoſe Rights, Privileges and En- 
couragements, which by the ſaid Bill ( now 
depending before the Houſe of Lords) are 
wiſely and juſtly provided for them. In or- 
der therefore to determine whether or not it 
may be reaſonable ſtill to continue the Powers 
of their Charter in their full Latitude, and 
without any Reſtriction, it will be proper to 
ſtate the following Heads, which I ſhall do 
by way of Query; And, as I am apprehen- 
ſive the preſent Directors will not think them- 
ſelves under any Neceſſity, or Obligation, 
to anſwer them in foro Conſcientiæ, if at all, 
I ſhall conſider them as well as the Light I 

can have into them will admit, and ſay ſome- 
thing to each of them ſeparately in order as 
they follow. 


I. Wurrn ER the Arte Trade, from the 
Time the Sourh- Sea Company haye had that 


Contract, has been of any real Advantage 
| either 
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were very few Members of that Honourable 
Houſe, and, I may ſay, not a Man out of 
the Houſe, that is any ways converſant in the 
American Trade,a Well-wiſher to his Country, 
and diveſted of ſelfiſh and finiſter Views and 
Principles, but what was deſirous the ſaid Bil] 
ſhould paſs intoa Law. But after it had been 
read and committed, I own, I was ſurprized 
to hear, the Sourb-Sea Company intended to 
oppoſe it; and could not imagine what might 
be their Reaſon for ſuch a Conduct, till the 
Purportof their Petition appear'd in the printed 
Votes of the 1oth' of December laſt ; wherein 

They have wiſely ſet forth what I believe few 
People before were apprized of; that is to ſay, 
the exorbitant Powers and Privileges granted 


them by that hopeful Legacy of the late E 


of Ox —— 4's, their Charter, and ſaid to be in 
purſuance of an Act paſſed in the Ninth Year 
of her late Majeſty Queen Arme*. This natu- 
rally led me to confider what good Uſe had 
been made of ' thoſe extraordinary Powers; 
and 1 muſt declare I have not been able yet 
to find any thing that can give me Satisfaction 
in that Point; but, on the contrary, I think 
J ſhall be able to prove, even to Demonſtra- 
tion, that the Powers granted by the ſaid 
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Charter have never yet been ſerviceable to 


the Nation in general, or to the Company in 
particular ; but highly diſadvantageous to both; 


and therefore not reaſonable to be continued ; 


at leaſt, not in ſuch a Manner as to deprive 


the reſt, and more uſeful Part of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, of thoſe Rights, Privileges and En- 


couragements, which by the ſaid Bill (now 
depending before the Houſe of Lords) are 
wiſely and juſtly provided for them. In or- 
der therefore to determine whether or not it 
may be reaſonable ſtil] to continue the Powers 
of their Charter in their full Latitude, and 
without any Reſtriction, it will be proper to 
ſtate the following Heads, which I ſhall do 
by way of Query; And, as I am apprehen- 
ſive the preſent Directors will not think them- 
ſelves under any Neceflity, or Obligation, 
to anſwer them in foro Conſcientiæ, if at all, 
I ſhall conſider them as well as the Light I 


can have into them will admit, and ſay ſome- 


thing to each of them ſeparately in order as 
they follow. 


I. Wurrn ER the Aſiento Trade, from the 
Time the Sourh-Sea Company have had that 


Contract, has been of apy real Advantage 


either 
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either to the Nation in general, or to the 
Company in particular? 


IT. WHETHER the Privilege of having 


an Annual Ship to carry on a Trade to the Spa- 


nſh Weſt-Indies has been of any Advantage te 
the Company in particular ? 


III. WHETHER the Private Trade, as it 


was formerly carried on from Jamaica, was 
not of infinitely more Advantage to the Nation 
in general, than any Trade that has been car- 
ried on by the Company ever fince they have 
had the Afiento Contract; which, together 
with the Act of Parliament mention'd in their 
Petition, they have made ſubſervient to no o- 


ther End than diſtreſſing and ruining the Pri- 


vate Trade by all manner of Means they could 
contrive and execute ? 


IV. WHETHER by ſome unwarrantable 
Proceedings of the Company, or their Agents, 
and by Informations that have been given by 
their Connivance, if not by their Direction, the 
Spaniards have not been encourag'd and in- 
cited to the many Depredations and Acts of 
Cruelty they have committed on the lawful 
Traders ; and thereby are in a great meaſure, 


if not ſolely, the Occaſion of laying His Ma- 
jeſty 


[ 9 ] 

' jeſty under a Neceflity of taking ſuch Steps 
as He is now engag'd in, for obtaining Redreſs 
for his injur'd Subjects, and of putting the Na- 
tion to the immenſe Charge they muſt una- 


voidably be at to ſupport His Majeſty in ſo 
laudable an Enterprize ? 


, AND to ſpeak to the firſt Head propoſed 
whether the Afjento Trade, from the Time the 
Souih-Sea Company have had that Contract, 
has been of any real Advantage either to the 
Nation in general, or to the Company in par- 
ticular? It is very notorious, or if it were not 
ſo, it may caſily be prov'd, that the Proprie- 
tors, or thoſe concern'd in an Ajffiento Con- 
tract with Span before the Engliſh enjoy'd it, 
were always conſiderable Loſers thereby; and, 
I believe there is not One in the preſent Di- 
rection that will pretend to aſſert, that the 
South-Sea Company have had any better Suc- 
ceſs with it; but, on the contrary, muſt allow 
that they have been ſevere Sufferers by it. 
And, indeed, how ſhould it be otherwile, 
ſince it is no Secret that they have been yearly 
deficient ſome Thouſands in the Number of 
Negroes which by the Contract they were 0- 
blig'd to furniſh the Spaniards withal? and 
That, under the Penalty of paying fo much 

| B per 
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per Head to the King of Spain for as many as 
they ſhould import leſs than the Number con- 
tracted for; ſo that the very Difficiency muſt 
eat up more than the Profit that was produced 
by thoſe they did furniſh them with. Not- 
withſtanding This, no Private Trader was per- 
mitted to ſupply their Defects in any ſhape 
whatſoever ; but, like the Dog in the Manger, 
they could neither eat themſelves, nor ſuffer 
thoſe who had an Appetite to indulge it ; for 
no ſooner a Ship was begun to be fitted out 
from Jamaica with Slaves for the Spaniſh Coaſt, 
than the Factories upon the Continent had 
Information given them of the Defign, by 
the South-Sea Company's Agents; and Ap- 
plication being made thereupon to the Spaniſh 
Governours, either a ſufficient Number of 
Soldiers were order'd down to the Coaſt the 
Ship was bound to, or elſe a Guarda-Cofta 
ſent out to cruize after and take them; either 
of which muſt be equally fatal to the Con- 
cern'ds; and therefore, ever ſince the End of 
Queen Anne's War there has not been above 
two or three Ships that have been engag'd in 
Private Trade; the ill Succeſs of thoſe having 
ſufficiently deterr'd others from adventuring 
in the like manner, 


Ir 


Lo 
N 
of 
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IT is a Truth well known, That whilſt 
the Spaniſh Coaſt was ſupply'd with Negroes 
from Jamaica by private Perſons, it was 
upon the Whole a very profitable Trade to 
the Concern'ds. It may likewiſe be made 
appear beyond Contradiction, that the Num- 
ber of Negroes then ſupply'd the Spaniards, 
amounted annually to three times as many 
as ever have been ſent them by the Company 
in any one Year ſince they have been in 
Poſſeſſion of the Contract. This Deficiency 
in the Number of Slaves that might, and in 
all probability, would have been ſent from our 
own Colonies to the Coaſt of Spain by the 
Private Traders, with the profitable Returns 
that might have been expected for them, had 
they been permitted to have continued that 


Trade, is apparently ſo much real Loſs to the 


Nation in general ; and this too without any 
Advantage to the Company, who, tho' they 
have not exported above one Third of the 
Number of Negroes that the Private Traders 
would have done, could not even effect ſo 
much, but at a conſiderable Loſs to themſelves ; 
and conſequently muſt thereby encreaſe the 
general Loſs to the Nation. But we muſt 
yet look further before we ſhall diſcover all 
the Diſadvantages and Inconveniencies that 

B 2 have 
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have been occaſion'd by the Suppreſſion of 
the Private Trade, and this Contract taking 
place ; for by how much the Strength and 
Security of the Ifland of Jamaica has been 
impair'd thereby, ſo much the Nation muſt 
have been weaken'd in that Part : For as in 
a Natural Body, not one of the Members can 
ſuffer, without the Head Leing in ſome mea- 
ſure effected by it more or leſs; the ſame it 
is in the Body Politick, ſaving that the Ef- 
fect may not be ſo ſoon felt, And that this 
has, in a deplorable Manner, been the Caſe, 

I ſhall have occaſion to ſhew hereafter in 
conſidering the third Head; and therefore J 
ſhall not enlarge thereon at preſent, but pro- 
ceed to the Conſideration of the ſecond Que- 


ry, V2, - 


2dly, WHETHER the Privilege of having 
an Annual Ship to carry on a Trade to the 


Spaniſh Weſt-Indies has been of any Advan- 
tage to the Company i in particular; ? 


AND hereon, I muſt own, very little can 
be ſaid to Satisfaction, without knowing in 
the firſt Place what Profits were made on 
the Annual Ship's Cargoes after the contingent 
Charges are deducted; ; and, in the ſecond 


Place, 


SES 


Place, the Value of the Seizures: that have 
been made at difterent Times by the King 
of Spain's Officers under ſeveral Pretences ; 
which, whether well or ill-grounded, is not 
my Buſineſs to enquire : Tho', if I may be 
allow'd to conjecture from the Conduct of 
ſome who have been formerly in the Direc- 
tion of the Company's Affairs, the clandeſ- 
tine Trade, carried on by them and their 
Agents, may have very juſtly rouz'd the 
Spaniards natural Jealouſy : However, be the 
Motive what it will, the Loſs would be ſure 
to fall on the Company ; ; and therefore the 
Value of thoſe Seizures muſt be deducted 
from the Net Proceeds of the Cargoes of the 
Annual Ships, before it can be really known 
whether on the Whole the Company have 
been Gainers or Loſers thereby: And when 
that is done, it will be well if the Ballance 
be not found to turn out to their Prejudice ; 

eſpecially if it be conſidered what very large 
Sums the Company had outſtanding when 
thoſe Seizures were made, great Part where- 
of tis not now likely they will ever be 
able to recover. But if it remains only a 
Doubt whether this Article has been profi- 
| table or not to the Company ; it's ſufficient 
to ſhew the wide Diſproportion between That 
BY and 
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and the certain Profit attending the Trade, as 


it was carried on by Private Traders; which 
brings me to the Conſideration of the third 


Query propoſed, via. 


2dy, WHETHER the Private Trade, as it 
was formerly carried on from Famaica, was 
not of infinitely more Advantage to the Na- 
tion in general, than any Trade that has been 
carried on by the Company ever fince they 
have had the Afiento Contract, which, toge- 
ther with the Act of Parliament mention'd 
in their Petition, they have made ſubſervient 
to no other End than diſtreſſing and ruining 
the Private Trade by all manner of Means 
they could contrive and execute ? 


Any Perſon who has the leaſt Knowledge 
of the Private Trade formerly carried on 
from Great-Britain to the Spaniſh Coaſt by 
way of Jamaica, may be able to determine 
on which Side of the Queſtion to give the 
Advantage. The Private Trade us'd to take 
off of our Hands yearly many hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds Value, more than was ever 
ſhipp'd by the South-Sea Company in their 
Annual Ships to New Spain, and to a much 
greater Profit to thoſe concern'd in them. 


The I 


1 


1s] 
The Private Traders were in no wiſe ſubject 
to the King of Spain's Seizures to leſſen their 
Profits; their Ships were equipp'd with 
Strength ſufficient to defend and protect 
themſelves againſt any Piratical Attempts 
whatſoever by Sea; and they uſually no ſooner 
had an Opportunity of compleating their Bu- 
ſineſs aſhore, than they brought their Returns 
back with them. But ſince the Company 
have had the ſole Liberty of Trade veſted 
in them, the Private Trader cannot poſſibly 
meet with any Proſpect of Succeſs ; for tho 
he ſhould be prepared to defend himſelf a- 
gainſt any Guarda- Coſta that might be ſent 
out againſt him ; yet, upon Information from 
the Company's Agents, the Trade would be 
prevented, by having Soldiers planted along 
the Coaſts. Let any one then conſider what 
Advantages, what an annual certain Profit 
the Nation muſt have loſt for ſo many 
Years paſt, by the Obſtruction our Private 
Trade has met with from the Company ! 
How many Thouſands in Great - Britain 
have ſuffer'd thereby, and been depriv'd of 
an induſtrious and gainful Subſiſtance! What 
a many of the Inhabitants of Jamaica have 


been drove from thence, for want of Em- 
4 


: ploy; beſides the Number of Sailors who 


had 
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had their Dependance thereon: and are ſince 
forced to ſeek their Bread amongſt F oreign- 
ers in other Parts of the World ! As a Con- 
firmation of this melancholy Truth, I would 
only inſtance the once flouriſhing Condition 
of Port-Royal; where, upon Beat of Drum, 
they could in half an Hour have rais'd 
Three Thouſand able Seamen ; few of them 
but what were qualify'd to have been Pilots 
to any Part of the Spaniſh Coaſt, and all of 
them fit for any Service that could be propoſed 
in the Weſt-Indies: And now it is very much 
a Queſtion, whether the like Number could 
be rais'd. throughout the whole Iſland. 

If the Company by their and their Agents 
Informations againſt the Private Trade, had 
benefited and encreaſed their own ; and 
that their own 'Trade was apparently of e- 
qual Advantage to the Nation and themſelves, 
that the Private Trade has heretofore been, 
there would then be the leſs room for any 
Party to complain: But it being exactly the 
Reverſe, their own Trade always having been 
a loſing one to the Nation, and the Private ex- 
ceedingly beneficial to it, it naturally follows, 
that the Powers granted them by their Char- 
ter have not been employ'd to any good 
Purpoſe, but to many miſchievous ones. I 
wiſh I may not in ſome Parts of the forego. 


ing 
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ing Diſcourſe have been miſapprehended, in 
regard to the Term Private Trade, which I 
have fo frequently made uſe of: For it is 
not impoſſible that ſome unwary Readers, who 
are no Strangers to the glaring Tranſactions 
of ſome that are or have been in the Di- 
rection of the Company's Affairs, may mi- 
ſtake me ſo far, as to think me an Advocate 
for a Clandeſtine Trade carried on in the Com- 
pany's own Ships at Their Expence by Their 
own Servants ; therefore I take this Opportu. 
nity once for all to explain myſelf ; That by 
Private Trade I mean ſuch a one as us'd to be 
formerly carried on by particular Adventurers 
in their own Veſſels, and at their own Ex- 
pence and Riſque; and that if I ſhould here- 


after have Occaſion to mention the other, I 
ſhall call it an Illicit, rather than a Clande- 
ſtine one, becauſe I think that Name is bet- 
ter adapted to it: For what is or has been 
tranſacted in the Face of the Sun, tho' egre- 
giouſly illicit, cannot properly be ſaid to be 
clandeſtine: And fo far thoſe Gentlemen may 
with a good deal of Truth affirm, that they 
have not traded clandeſtinely. But here is 
another very material ill Conſequence to our 
Trade from Great-Britain preſents itſelf in 
ſo formidable a Shape, that I am afraid it 

9 will 
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will baffle both the Strength and Policy of 


the Company or their Agents to overcome 


it; and That is, that by their having obſtruct- 
ed our own Trade in the Manner that has 
been ſhewn, they have now thrown a great 
Part of it into the Hands of the Dutch and 
French, who have convinced us, by fatal 
Experience, that they know how to improve 
ſuch lucky Incidents, and do not eaſily part 
with them. again. The former now ſupply 
the Spaniards with the Linnens, Cc. which 
they us'd to be furniſh'd with from us: And 
tho' they do it at a very great Expence, as 
they are oblig'd to Man their Ships, and be 
prepar'd to force a 'Trade, which they do 
not lie near ſo conveniently for carrying on 
as we do from Jamaica, and are beſides un- 
der a Neceſſity of being a long Time out from 
Curagao, all which muſt leſſen the Profits, 


as it advances the Price of their Commodities; 


they, notwithſtanding, find the Sweets of it, 
and vigorouſly purſue it ; whilſt the Exgliſb who 
enjoy ſo much more advantageous a Situation 
in the Iſland of Jamaica, where they can be 
advis'd what is wanted on the Continent, can 
fit out and ſupply any Part of it in a few-Days, 
and, con ſequently, at a much 1-'s Expence, 
are forc'd” to remain in a State of Inactivity 

and 


* 
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and Decay. I think no one that has read 


thus far, will have occaſion to enquire what 
it is that has given theſe Nations ſuch an 
Advantage over us; becauſe the Reaſon is 
obvious. They have no Agents to ſend In- 
formations beforehand of their Deſigns, nor 
Factories to make Application againſt them. 
They can fit out their Ships to any Part of 
the Continent without any Danger of the 
Spaniards being immediately prepar'd to pre- 
vent them; but for the generality make a 
Trade before it is known by the Governours 
or Officers that they are upon the Coaſt. 
How widely different from this is it with our 
own Private Traders? who, if they were to 
make Preparation for a Trading Voyage to the 
Continent, the Spies immediately ring the 
Alarum-Bell ; their. Scheme is publith'd be- 
fore they can arrive upon the Coaſt, and the 
greateſt good Fortune that can then attend 
them after their Trade is thus prevented, is 
to get back again with their Effects, and pre- 
ſerve their Liberty. Thus careful and ſoli- 
citous are the South-Sea Company and their 
Agents to diſtreſs and ruin the Private Trade : 
To what End and Purpoſe, perhaps, we may 


be able to make ſome ſhrewd Conjectures, in 


conſidering the laſt Head propos'd, vis. 
-C 2 4thly, WIE 
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athly, WHETHER by ſome unwarrantable 
Proceedings of the Company, or their Agents, 
and by Informations that have been given by 
their Connivance, if not by their Direction, 
the Spaniards have not been encourag'd and in- 
cited to the many Depredations and Acts of 
Cruelty they have committed on the lawful 
Traders, and thereby are, in a great meaſure, 
if not ſolely, the Occaſion of laying His Ma- 
jeſty under a Neceſlity of taking ſuch Steps 
as He is now engag'd in, for obtaining Redreſs 
for his injur'd Subjects, and of putting the 
Nation to the immenſe Charge they muſt un- 
avoidably be at to ſupport His Majeſty in ſo 
laudable an Enterprize. 


I T will naturally be expected, before 1 


deduce the Conſequence contain'd in this laſt 
Head of my Argument, that I ſhould fay 
ſomething further to corroborate what has 
already been offer'd in regard to the Informa- 
tions and other Means us'd to diſtreſs and 
ruin the Private Trade ; which I ſhall pre- 
ſently comply with, and, I believe, to a 
Degree of Satisfaction to the Publick. But 
in the mean time let us ſee if we can diſ- 
cover what Inducement theſe Gentlemen can 
have to be thus violent againſt it. Does the 

HRS 8 Private 
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Private Trade any ways leflen the Company's 
Profits? No Is it of any Detriment to the 
Nation in general? Far from it: We have 
ſhewn that it is undeniably advantageous to 
it — Does the Company ſend out a Pen- 
ny-worth the more Goods from Great-Br;- 
tain by the Private Trade's being ſuppreſs'd ? 
That can't be, becauſe their Quota is limit- 
ed, and they have never failed to go to the Ex- 
tent of it. — Is it with a View of ingrati- 
ating themſelves the more with the Spaniards ? 
That will never do: For, tho' it might an- 
ſwer ſuch an End with the hungry Govern- 
ours and Officers, who, it's well known, do 
not take Trouble upon themſelves without be- 
ing well paid for it; yet it muſt have a quite 
contrary Effect on the Natives in general, 
and rather tend to make them deſpis'd than 
reſpected.— What then can be the Reaſon | 
of ſuch a Conduct? Why, really, unleſs they 
ſuppreſs the Private Trade, that they may 
have the greater Opportunity of carrying on 
an Illicit one in the room of it, I can ſee no 
other. —— And this muſt bring to every 
one's Mind the extraordinary Tunnage of 
their Annual Ships, and the Means that have 
been us'd to ſupply that Tunnage with Bale 
and other Goods on private Accounts, which 

was 


. 
was put aboard at Places convenient for their 
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Purpoſe, The Affair of the Prince William, 
Captain Cleland, and the Affidavits that were 
made by two Men who went the Voyage in 
the Ship, muſt be ſtill recent in every Body's 
Memory : And if they were not, ſundry 
Tranſactions of a later Date cannot fail to re- 
freſh them. Can any Body be ſo blind, as 
not to ſee that G—70's Diſcovery of the Pri- 
vate Illicit Trade that was carried on from 
hence in the Annual Ships, gave him that un- 
common Influence which he had in the Di- 
rection of the Company's Affairs? It's poſſi- 
ble he might think the D rs had too great 
a Share in that Trade, and therefore would 
not be eaſy with them 'till he was roundly 
let into it himſelf : Certain it is, that no 
Man knew their private Concerns better than 
he did, nor, I believe, had at laſt a greater 
fellow-feeling ; and therefore no wonder if 
he ſhould join his Endeavours to theirs, out 
of a pretended Zeal for the Service of the 
King of Spain, whilſt he was his Agent, to 
ſuppreſs - the Private Trade in Famarca, that 
they might thereby engroſs as much as they 
could of it in an illicit manner to them- 
ſelves. Nor is it at all impoſſible, that a Set 
of leading Men | in the Direction may be fo far 
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influenc'd by a Spaniſb Miniſter or Agent 
with the tempting Bait of being encourag'd 
and tolerated abroad in their Illicit Trade, as 
to put them upon Methods of obſtructing, 
in a great meaſure, even the Licit Trade of the 
Company itſelf: I ſay, ſuch a Thing is not 
impoſſible, nor yet improbable; and there- 
fore the beſt Way to prevent ſuch an Evil, and 
take away even the Suſpicion of it, would be 
to chooſe Directors annually, as in other 
Companies: But this muſt be ſubmitted to 
Thoſe in whoſe Power alone it is to preſcribe 
} Bounds to their inordinate Itch of Oppreſſion, 
and to make ſuch Alterations and Reſtricti- 
ons in their original Conſtitution, as may be 
found conſiſtent with Juſtice, in regard to His 
l Majeſty' s other Trading Subjects, and expedi- 
ent for the Intereſt of the Nation in general. 
And leſt any one ſhould doubt whether 
or not this Oppoſition to the Private Tra- 


1 ders proceeds from the Directors, or is ra- 
ther an officious Act of their Agents on- 


7 ly, the latter have declar'd that they have 
7 Inſtructions from thoſe in the Direction, 
to prevent all Private Trade : Which, for 
the Reaſons before alledg'd, can be with 


no other View, than to engroſs the Whole to 


! themſelves. But I muſt here likewiſe obſerve 
that 
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that their Agents do not always make the In- 


tereſt of the Company the abſolute Standard 
of their Actions: By no means; for they have 
very often private and ſeparate Views of their 
own to ſatisfie, which the Company have no- 
thing to do with, any further than that their 
Authority is made uſe of to cloak their A- 
gents Schemes. This, I think, will appear 
pretty evident, from a late Tranſaction of 
their Agents, who wrote a Letter to Commo- 


dore Dent, deſiring and requiring him to ſtop 


a Veſſel that was loaden with Proviſions, and 


ready to fail for Porto Bello, in order to ſup- 
ply the Inhabitants of Panama, who were 
then reduc'd to great Neceflity by a Fire, 


which had almoſt deſtroy'd that City. The 


Commodore knowing that the Company's In- 
tereſt was not concern'd in the Matter, and that 
the Agents had no other View in what they 
pretended, but to engroſs the Profit on thoſe 
Supplies to themſelves, which they had pro- 
vided for, by making ſome very large Pur- 
chaſes for that Purpoſe, he generouſly ſent 


Mr. Dalzell their Letter open, and refus'd to | 
take any Cognizance of the Matter, which | 


intirely overſet the Agents Deſigns ; it being 
at that Time to no purpoſe to ſend Infor- 
mations to the Factory on the Coaſt, or to 
complain 


D 
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complain and make Remonſtrances to the 
Spaniſh Governour ; becauſe Notice had been 
publiſh'd, That any private Veſtels might 


have Admittance to bring Proviſions at that 


critical Conjuncture, to ſupply the preſſing 
Neceſſities of the calamitous Inhabitants. 
And in reality, if the Private Trade was a 
Detriment to the Company (which I deny, 
and have made the contrary appear) then 
their own Agents have been, and ſtill are, 
the greateſt Enemies they have : It being a 
Notoriety of the firſt Magnitude, that they 
carry on all the Private Trade they can ; and 
one of them, F— N, in an imprudent, 
mean, and moſt ſcandalous Manner, has diſ- 


cover'd more of it than ever was known be- 


fore, by contending for a Share of ſome little 
trifling Charge for Wharfage of Goods car- 
ried out by the Company's inferiour Officers, 
which, it can be made appear, he had a Part 
of for granting them that Liberty. This 
M——r has further taken upon him to ad- 
miniſter an Oath to all the Commanders in 
the Company's Service, not to receive any 
Gold, Silver, or other Effects on board their 
Veſſels, unleſs it be conſign'd to themſelves: 


The particular Form of this Oath, it being an 
Original in its Kind, the Publick ſhall be 
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preſented with in a little Time. By this un- 
warrantable Proceeding, ſeveral conſiderable 
Sums have been prevented being ſhipp'd by 
the native Spamards, and, inſtead of being 


. ſent by the Way of England, where it would 


have left Commiſſion, Inſurance, and other 
incidental Perquiſites, the Spaniards choſe 
rather to ſubmit to the Indulto, and ſend it 
Home directly to Old Spain by their own 
Channel. This is therefore manifeſtly ſo 
much Loſs to the Nation, and is owing to 
the Apprehenſions the Spaniards are under, 
that Information might be given againſt them 
by M——r to G——n, the King of Spain's 
late Ag t: Many of the principal Tra- 
ders amongſt them affirming it was upon 
M——-r's giving Information of their Names 
no, that occaſion'd ſeveral of them 
being ſent Home to Old Spain in Irons, their 
Effects ſeiz'd and confiſcated, and they them- 
ſelves baniſh'd to Ceuta in Barbary, What 
{till adds to the Inhumanity of the Action is, 
that ſeveral of the Gentlemen ſeiz'd, were 
the very Perſons he had himſelf traded with 
in a Ship of Negroes that he went in for that 
Purpoſe to the South Cars or Coaſt, and from 
them he procur'd the Names of their Ac- 
quaintance, who were Traders in the ſame 


Way : 
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Way : All which the Spaniards affirm he 
tranſmitted to Gm. It is certain, there 
are ſeveral Circumſtances that happen'd on 


board the Ship at the ſame Time to corro- 


- borate their Aſſertions; two whereof I ſhall 


mention : The Firſt is, that Capt. Lee, who 
was Commander of the Ship, obſerv'd that 


r committed to writing what Informa- 
tion he had collected from the trading Spa- 


mards that came aboard, and afterwards wrote 
a Letter, from thoſe Minutes he had taken, 


of two Sheets of Poſt Paper, which Capt. Lee 


declar'd was addreſs'd to G——no. The o- 
ther Circumſtance is {till ſtronger againſt him; 
and that is, One of the Spaniards on board 
ſaying, among other 'Things in a jocoſe man- 
ner, to another that was with him, My 
Friend, what if the Governour ſhould make a 
Diſcovery of our Trade? Why then, ſays the 
other, in Anſwer, I'll move off with what I 
have to my Friend in Jamaica: Which Ex- 
preſſions were literally retorted on thoſe unfor- 
tunate Gentlemen at their Hearing inO/d Spain, 
before they were baniſh'd to Ceuta. Such a 


ſcandalous Violation of O Engliſb Honour, 


Fidelity, and Humanity, is ſcarce to be 
parallel'd in Hiſtory ; and I am apt to think 
that on reading fo vile a Tranſaction, there 

* # wp hardly 
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hardly can be a Perſon ſo loſt and abandon'd Le 


to all Sence of Virtue, as not to be mov'd to. 
with the utmoſt Indignation againſt the Actor ver 
of it. After what has been offer d, what will we 
it avail M — 1, that he himſelf denies to Tr: 
have given this Information? No Body can | to] 
expect that he would directly take ſuch ing 
a Load of Infamy to himſelf; tho' he ac larę 
knowledges, he had a Correſpondence with I tair 
G———:, Upon what can any thinking | ma: 
Perſon imagine, that ſuch a Correſpondence Gu 
ſhould turn, but upon the barbarous Subject | fon 
we have been mentioning? Or at leaſt That frot 
muſt have been his firſt Introduction to | hay 
G——70's Correſpondence, It is reported yot 
in Jamaica, that G——n9 has declar'd his wo! 
Majeſty of Spain has not a Subject in all his | had 
Dominions more ſerviceable than M——r : | Per 
A Declaration that reflects no Honour upon the! 
him, and is what every Engliſbman ought to the 
be aſham'd of, It's not unlikely that this In 
Correſpondence might afterwards be improv'd, the 
and that M——r might have the Manage- An 
ment of the private Concerns in Trade that grat 
G no was engaged in; or, I ſhould fay ful 
rather, a Share in the Management : For it's beir 
natural to ſuppoſe that Dominic Verdon, an by 

Jriſh Roman Catholick in Famaica (who had tere 
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Letters of Recommendation from G0 


to 1 , and likewiſe to the Spaniſh Go- 
vernour and Officers at Carthagena, whither he 
went, to be ſure not to carry on an illicit 
Trade, but purely to ſhew the greater Regard 
to his Patron's Recommendations, by deliver- 
ing them with his own Hands) had a pretty 
large Part to act therein. On the whole, cer- 
tain it is that ſome of the Aſſembly at Ja- 
maica were ſo fully convinced of M——--'s$ 
Guilt, by ſeveral Letters in the Hands of 
ſome Gentlemen there, which they receiv'd 
from the Continent, that it was propos'd to 
have had him call'd before them, and to have 
yoted him an Enemy to his Country ; which 
would certainly have been put in Execution, 
had it not been out of a tender Regard to the 
Perſons who wrote thoſe Letters, who, on 
their Names being expos'd, would have run 
the Riſque of their Lives and Fortunes, and, 
in all likelihood, haye fallen a Sacrifice to 
the Reſentment of a treacherous Informer, 
And, after all, would it not be highly un- 
grateful, if this diligent, this honeſt, this faith- 
ful Servant of the Company's, ſhould fail of 
being ſuitably countenanc'd and encourag'd 
by ſuch wie, ſuch upright, and ſuch diſin- 
tereſted Managers as are now at the Head of 

their 


E 

their Concerns? But that thoſe worthy Gen- 
tlemen may not lie under the leaſt Imputati- 
on of ſo odious a Neglect, I can aſſure my 
Readers, that they have not been any ways de- 
ficient in that Reſpect, I expect in a very 
little Time to be able not only to convince 
the World that they deſerve the Thanks of 
a General Court for this Part of their Con- 
duct, but likewiſe to point out which of 
them ought to be more particularly ſignaliz'd 
for the extraordinary Share of Merit they 
may claim on this Account: All which, out 
of Juſtice to their Deſerts, I ſhall preſent 
the Publick with, as ſoon as it comes to 
hand, tho' their Modeſty ſhould be ever fo 
much effected by it, as to make them wiſh 
me to decline the Taſk. 

I THINK I have little now to do, but to 
take leave of my Readers for the preſent : 
For it would be almoſt an Affront to their 
Underſtandings, to dwell long on ſhewing 
them the Application that is naturally to be 
made from what has been ſaid ; For, if a 
certain Advantage to the Nation ought to be 
preferr'd to a manifeſt Diſadvantage, then the 
Private Trade, as it was formerly carried on 
by the Way of Jamaica, is moſt affuredly to 
be encourag'd before that carried on by the 

Company ; 
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Company: And, if the vile Character of 
Informers is capable of rendering us odious 
and contemptible to the Spaniards, who, of all 
Nations under the Sun, as they are the leaſt ad- 
dicted to it themſelves, ſo they the moſt abhor 
and deteſt that infamous Practice in others. 
If the moſt barbarous Breach of Faith and Hu- 
manity that was ever committed by an En- 
gh/hman can be ſuppos'd to have incens'd the 
Spamards againſt us, and incited them to re- 
venge their baniſh'd Countrymen's Sufferings, 
we may then juſtly infer, that the Depreda- 
tions and Cruelties practis'd by them on our 
lawful Traders, have been owing to thoſe 
Motives : And, when that is allow'd, no one 
need be at a loſs where to fix the Source of 
the preſent neceſſary Meaſures His Majeſty. 
and the Nation are engag'd in. 


POSTSCIPT. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
OR the Satisfaction and Information of 
| ſuch of my Readers as may not have 
Leiſure or Opportunity to look into the Ori- 
ginal; I thought it would not be unacceptable 
to ſubjoin to this ſecond Impreſſion, the Heads 
of the South-Sea Company's Charter, ſo far as 


it regards and effects the reſt of his Majeſty's 
Britiſh Subjects trading to America. 


HEADS of the Charter granted to the 


South-Seas and other Parts of Ameri- 
ca, &c. the 8th Day of September, 
1711, in Purſuance of an Act paſſed 
in the Ninth Year of the Reign of her 
late Majeſty Queen Anne. 


THA the ſaid Company by Virtue of 
their Charter are entitled to the ſole Trade to 
America, within the Limits preſcrib'd therein. 

THAT the ſaid Company and the Perſons 
by them licenſed, and no other whatſoever, are 
entitled to trade within the ſaid Limits; and 
that any other Subjects of Great. Britain, vi/i- 
ting, frequenting, or haunting any of the Places 

within 


Company of Merchants trading to the 
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within the ſaid Limits, ſhall forfeit the Ships 
and Veſſels employed, with their Furniture, 
and all the Goods and Merchandizes laden 
| thereon, and the Proceeds thereof, and like- 
wiſe double the Value; One Fourth to the 
Crown, Ohe Fourth to the Perſon who ſhall 
ſeize, inform, and ſue for the ſame, and the 
other TWO Fourths to the Company, 

THAT the faid Company are to enjoy to 
their own Uſe for ever, without any Account to 
be rendered to the Crown or any other Perſons, 
all Iſlands, Cities, Forts, Towns; and Places 
whatſoever, which they or the Perſons em- 
ployed or licenſed by them, or the Ships al- 
low'd by the Crown for their Defence and 
Security, ſhall diſcover, ſeize, or poſſeſs within 
the Limits mentioned in their Charter, and to 
be for ever the ſole Owners and Proprietors 
thereof, with their Dependencies, to be holden 
of the Crown, in Fee and common Socage by 
Fealty, rendering the Annual Rent of one 
Ounce of Gold, F demanded, and to have for 
ever the ſole Trade to all ſuch Iſlands, Cities, 
Forts, Towns, and Places, 

THA the ſaid Company are to have, take 
and enjoy to their own Uſe, all ſuch Ships and 
Veſſels, with their Furniture, and all Goods, 
Merchandize, Bullion, Treaſure, and other 
E Things 
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Things taken within the Limits aforeſaid, by 


the Ships or Agents of the ſaid Company, or 
Perſons licenſed by them, or by the Ships of 


the Crown allow'd for the Security of the ſaid 


Company, without any Account to be rendered | 
thereof to the Crown or any other Perſon whatſo= 


ever, except the Shares limited by the ſaid 
Charter to the Officers and Seamen aſſiſting in 
the taking the ſame, any Law or Uſage to the 
contrary notwithitanding. 

THAT the ſaid Company, and the Perſons 
licenſed by them, are likewiſe empowered to 
ſeige by Force of Arms or otherwiſe, the Per- 
fons, Ships, Goods, Merchandize, or other Ef- 
fects of any of the Subjects of Great-Britam 
who ſhall haunt, frequent, traffick, trade, or 
adventure into the South=Seras and other Parts 
of America within the Limits preſcrib'd, and 
to keep the ſame to their own Uſe, without 
any Account to be rendered thereof, and to 
bring the Perſons ſeized to Great-Britain, in 
order to their being proſecuted for ſuch Offence 
according to Law, | 


By theſe extravagant Powers and Privileges 
I think it is pretty plain that no Privateers or 
others bearing Letters of Marque or Reprizals, 
pay not even his Majeſty's Ships of War have 
| a Liberty 


[ 


| $ a Liberty to haunt, viſit, or adventure into the 
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Hout h-Scas "jg Parts of America within 
the Limits pWrib'd by the Company's Char- 
ter, without their Licence and being ac- 


countable to them for their Succeſſes : And 


that the Company are of the ſame Opinion, 
appears evidently from the modeſt Reaſon they 
give for oppoſing the American Bill; viz. That 
having been inform'd, That in a Bill brought 
in and then depending in the Houſe, intituled 
A Bill for the more effectual ſecuring and en- 


couraging the Trade of his Majeſty's Britiſb 


Subjects to America, and for the Encourage- 
ment of Seamen to enter into his Majeſty's 
Service, there are ſome Clauſes giving the 
Adventurers under the Powers in the ſaid Bill 
mentioned, a Right to hold and enjoy to their 
own Uſe, not only all Ships with their La- 
dings, but alſo to hold and enjoy for ever all 
ſuch Settlements, Factories, Lands, Forts 
and Places, as they ſhall take from the Crown 
or Subjects of Span, in any Parts of America; 
any Law, Statute, Provition or Declaration 
to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding : 
The Company apprehend, that if the faid 
Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, they ſhould 
thereby be depriv'd of the Rights and Privi- 
leges by Law in them veſted ; and therefore, 

and 
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and for that the ſaid Company have, by pub- 
lick Advertiſements, declared ghemfelves to 
be, and ſtill arg willing, on able Terms, 
to grant Licences to any Perſon to become 
Adventurers within the Limits preſcribed by 
their Charter, they pray, That their Rights 
and Privileges may be preſerved to thei in 
ſuch Manner as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 

I ALL now refer it to the mature Con- 
fideration of every impartial Reader to judge, 


not only how far the South-Sea Company have 


been. inſtrumental in drawing the Nation into * 
the preſent War; but likewiſe how far, b 
the Clog they were endeavouring to fix on "4 
they would have prevented its being carried 
on with Vigour in thoſe Parts where its moſt 
likely to produce, what every honeſt Man in 
Great-Britam wiſhes for, an an advantagiougynd 
honourable Peace, 


